This is a major reassessment of the communications revolution of the seventeenth century. Using a wealth of archival evidence and the considerable output of the press, Jason Peacey demonstrates how new media -from ballads to pamphlets and newspapers -transformed the English public's ability to understand and participate in national political life. He analyses how contemporaries responded to political events as consumers of print; explores what they were able to learn about national politics; and examines how they developed the ability to appropriate a variety of print genres in order to participate in novel ways. Amid structural change and conjunctural upheaval, he argues that there occurred a dramatic re-shaping of the political nation, as citizens from all walks of life developed new habits and practices for engaging in daily political life, and for protecting and advancing their interests. This ultimately involved experience-led attempts to rethink the nature of representation and accountability. It furthers the University's mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
The three people who have done most to keep me on my intellectual toes, however, are Alex Barber, Chris Kyle and Noah Millstone. Our conversations have not always been entirely sober, but they have always been valuable, and it's hard not to think that the two things are related. Finally, I want to thank a bunch of people for keeping my feet firmly on the ground, including Martin Naylor, Duncan Peebles, Alasdair Ford, Adrian Ward and John Gibson. Like others, they have been nagging me to finish this book, but they also make sure that I realize there are more important things in life. Which obviously brings me to Annette, a much more important thing in my life, who has suffered unduly at its hands.
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